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The Social Meaning of Dance Fever in the mid 1950s

: The Reconstruction of Gender and the Invitation of Tradition

Chang-Yun Joo
Associate Professor, Dept. of Communication & Media, Seoul Women’s University

The purpose of this research is to investigate the ways in which gender is reconstructed and
tradition is invited in the context of the dance fever in the mid 1950s. Mass tried to justify social
dance as the expression of ‘freedom,” ‘modern,” and ‘democracy’ while dominant discourses and
national power defined social dance as a social vice which destroyed standards and morals at
three perspectives; feminine chastity, sexuality and family morals. Dominant discourses criticised
only women who were called as ‘free women,” some war widows and foreigners’ prostitutes.
These women were considered as the major group which brought about moral corruption in post
Korean War. Dominant discourses invited traditional family morals and ‘ideal mother.” This is
closely related to the crisis of patriarchy. On the other hand, national power attempted to use
traditional ethics for building of a new nation after Korean War. Although national power fol-
lowed the model of democracy and modernization of the States, it negatively recognized the re-
ception of Western popular culture. As a result, dance fever in the 1950s was socio-cultural phe-
nomenon which was constituted in the influence of Americanization, rapid changes of mental-

ities, and individualism after Korean War.

Key words : dance fever, popular culture in the 1950s, invention of tradition, free women,

Americanization
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